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interview 

TRO!, PORT TPPK 
A is leaking A 


M 


:d. For Minina Sirl 
in the guise of Starfleet Counsel 
Deanna Troi has plyed her empathic tra 
on Star TVek: The Next Generation I 


movie person, reflects Sirtis. There s a 
kind of hierarchy in Hollywood and mov¬ 
ies are at the top of the ladder. But, after 
nearly six complete seasons, they were 
finally taking my character in a direction 
I was quite happy with. So while I was 
real excited about making the movie, I was 
disappointed '* 




explore other facets of 


Sirtis is bemoaning the fates in her Los 
Angeles digs shortly after the completion 
of Star TVek Generations, the second in¬ 
carnation of Star Trek’s leap to the movie 
houses. In her post-Trek state Sirtis is 
sporting extremely short hair, “is laying 


>n back to the real 
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laughs. “Vash on Star Trek was really 
more fun than any other role; I like play¬ 
ing in the realm of the imaginary. Vash is 
by far my favourite character.” 

Vash Appeal 

Star Trek writer Randee Russell stated 
that part of Vash’s appeal is she’s a 
“woman with no shred of conscience”. 

joyed Vash because she’s so unconven¬ 
tional. It’s like being a kid; you get to be 

more fun when I get to be the thief or 
murderer.” 

Of her three episodes of Star TVek: The 
Next Generation and Deep Space Nine; 
4 1 really enjoyed the initial one, Captain's 
Holiday. I loved the repartee between 
Picard and Vash, the whole starting up of 
that. Frankly, I like all my episodes,’ she 

“The second one [QPid] was great be¬ 
cause it was a period piece and Q was in¬ 
volved. We were dealing with Sherwood 
Forest and the whole Robin Hood/Maid 
Marian thing. It was wonderful to have 
Vash without a clue about this time pe¬ 
riod. ‘What the hell is she doing in this 
gown with her hair like that?’ She tries to 

“I had a lot of fun doing QPid , but I 

trying to deal with that hair. They had me 
in this long, long, long braid and I kept 
sitting on it! This long hairpiece I kept 
sitting on and when I tried to stand up, I 
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fun, where I played a Mad Bomber, and 
also Dark Justice, where I played a char¬ 
acter called Sal the Hammer.” 

O’Reilly’s early work included a wide 

shot as a copycat killer in an episode of 

Hill Street Blues placed him firmly in the 

bad guy mould, as far as most Hollywood ] 

casting directors were concerned. “In a 

sense,” the actor explains, “that was the J 

one that put me on top in terms of being 

an actor and getting a lot of casting direc- j 

O’Reilly has been a fixture in the Star | 

TVek universe since 1989, when he ap- 

gangster in the Next Generation episode 

before, so when Patrick Stewart was play¬ 
ing Dixon Hill in that episode, I came into 
read for one of the gangsters. 

“It was a pretty good part, and Bobby 

in it too. He was the heavy guy with the ' 

machine gun. By the time we actually got 
to filming it, both of our roles had been 
cut down to practically nothing. It became 
a small role, but they kept me in mind for 
other things.” 

Klingon Ambition 

Two seasons later, O’Reilly auditioned 
for a much more alien role: Gowron, one 
of the Klingori warriors vying for control 
of the Empire in Reunion. “It was great 
when Gowron came along because I’m 
an old TVek fan from the original days, 

to do in Star TVek, it would be to play a i 

Klingon. To me, that was the funniest part 
of it, that I got my wish." 

Jonathan Frakes with helping him land 
the role of Gowron, who would be- 

ring characters in the Next Genera- 

some say in the casting. ; 

“One of the two scenes I read was a very j 

unusual one for Klingons. It was very j 

analytical, while the other scene was very ' 

first, making Gowron introspective and a ' 

little bit away from the regular Klingon 
thing. I thought I had lost Jonathan that 
one, but when I read the second scene, I 
just went way over the top as strong as I 
could, and then they had me read the first 
with the character. 

wzrare | . 
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:nce Fiction universe. When 
turned dirjesctor/producer 


[TekLords ] is really i 


personal problem, ^.poin 


versal, who helped mastermind the Uni-^ 
versal Action Pack, which also includes 
Hercules, Vanishing Son and Midnight 
Run, had known Gendel for some time. 
“I happened to get in touch' with him at a 


of creator William Shatner. who takes a 
hands-on approach to every aspect of the 
series. “When we were getting ready to 
do TekJiistice , Bill was in there all along, 

morning and bashed it around, and what 

other. I would go off and write the out¬ 
line and fill in the blanks and then meet 
with him and some of the other produc- 


on this pretty' 

the second sin 
Shatner and I I 


He does i 
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. What is his relationship with 
1 kid? What happens when the 
‘My new husband wants to 
kid’? What does a guy do? So 
■trough the whole action of 
f who’s threatening the world 
itrc&of the Cybernet. It’s fun 
thellcharacters to life. I find 


Sj&nething that'could happen at any time, througl < 
It’s taking^nose standard defective shows, to bring i 
and hopefully doing them better, but also ' whatever 
using the future stuff to give a Mttle twist like. Eve 


have to like them, because you have I 
be that character, and I don't think they’i 
self-loathing, so I think they’re all fun I 
write, but it’s not like;saying, 'Oh we’ 
parcel it out’. Every character is total] 
different, the fun of it was making thei 
all distinct with their own personalities 


“I think some people will watch this m 
like it, and watch it as a detective shov 
that just happens to have these SF ele 
ments. Jake has a different kind of gun 
so instead of firing bullets, it fires a shoe! 

pop up. You’ll see a scene with him in ; 
■ legal situation where he brings his law 


Stylistically, Gendel found working on 
the TekWar series quite different than 
his recent involvement with The Next 
Generation, or to a certain extent Deep 
Space Nine. “I would say it’s because Bill 
is involved, ifs all going to reflect to a 
lesser or greater extent, his vision. 

‘Star Trek: The Next Generation has 
a very optimistic view of things, and that’s 
not as much fun to write. This is a lot 


r program. It’s those fun things, 


elopment. T’ 


ing to bend some of the rules and have 
the bad guy do things that are maybe not 


cynical so m 
has a lot oft 


mindless, cha 


varies, but just in ter 
fun to write people 1 
While TekWar c 









retrospective 


































retrospective 




















Special #16 


Pace 45| 










interview 


TVZHff | 








interview 










retrospective 





















STHR TREK fTlOVIE SPECIRL 

FILM REVIEW 

Celebrating the opening of 
Star Trek Generations 


John Fitton (Books & Magazines) 

International Mail Order 

For one of the finest selections of 
Fantasy merchandise available 
anywhere: 

Dr Who. Star Trek Next Generation 
Deep Space 9. Classic Trek. Red 
Dwarf. Gerry Anderson. Manga. 
Blakes 7. Horror. Star Wars. 
Avengers. James Bond + lots more 

We stock: Books, magazines videos, 
photos, toys. CD's Cassettes. Model 


John Fitton (Books and Magazines) 
1, Orchard Way. Hensall Goole 
N Humberside. DN14 ORT England 
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OUT 9th February 
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